Inflammation of the Veins. By James M. Arnott, Surgeon.
[Medico-chirurgical Transactions, Vol-XV. Part I.] .ANY of our readers are probably acquainted with the story of Rosicrusius's sepulchre. That would-be philosopher, and founder of the Rosicrusian sect, having re-invented, or affirmed that he had re-invented, the ever-burning lamps of the ancients, placed one in a tomb, but contrived a piece of clock-vVork which dashed it into a thousand pieces on the approach of a person who wished to examine it. This desire to monopolize knowledge is not and was not confined to a miserable sect, but cleaves very often to the strongest mind, and has shewn itself in all ages, from those of the Stagyrite to the nineteenth century. Alexander [October when that influence and those powers are directed to their just and constitutional ends?the improvement of their science. When made a vehicle of rancour and personal or party violence, the press becomes a nuisance and a curse to the community which it infests.
Our object has ever been, and so long as we are journalists ever will be to make ourselves as useful to the stale as our poor abilities will permit, and to do what we deem to be right, no matter how or whom it may displease. Whilst others were engaged in " bloody brawl," we have held on, as far as circumstances permitted, the even tenour of our way, careless of the venomous assault of the gladiatorial desperado, or the seducing blandishments of too aristocratic bodies. The event has proved that we were right, and the sound sense of the members of the profession has shewn them that their real interests are better consulted by cultivating scientific investigations, than by cutting each other's throats, albeit in a literary way.
Having made these few preliminary observations, we shall enter on the more immediate subject of the present article. We are certainly not distinguished by an opposition to the cultivation of pathology, as it is called? quite otherwise; but we have also raised our voices more than once against the pathologic bigots, for they are many, of the present day. The scalpel is an excellent thing in its way, but it is not the Alpha and Omega of medicine, it is not that devilish and charmed elixir, which the alchemists of modern morbid anatomy are vain enough to think it. Before we go farther we shall place on record an opinion of Laennec, as genuine and sound a pathologist as ever graced the annals of our science.
"The study of pathological anatomy," says that great man, " in making us acquainted with the existence of important organic lesions in many cases in which practitioners, too much addicted to the exclusive observation of symptoms, saw only cachexies, or alterations of the fluids, or at least nervous affections, has made us fall gradually into an error of an opposite kind: and among the present race of our pupils, many are as little disposed to acknowledge any nervous diseases besides the organic affections of the nerves, brain, and spinal marrow, as to admit any primary morbid changes in the fluids of the animal body. Nevertheless we are bound to admit that every disease in which we can discover no constant lesion of the solids nor evident alteration in the fluids, must consist in some disorder of the nervous influence."
We may see hereafter whether these remarks apply to any part of the "Memoir on the Secondary Effects of Inflammation of the Veins,'' which forms the text of this review. No two-subjects, perhaps, have attracted more attention within the last few years than inflammation of the veins, and the purulent depots in internal parts, which follow great operations and injuries :?the hospitals teemed, the societies were bored, and the journals filled with them. On the Continent they attracted nearly as much attention as here, and the several memoirs of Yelpeau attest the attention bestowed on these cases in the Perfectionnement and. other hospitals of Paris. Those who like every thing by starts and nothing long, grew tired of the investigation and expressed disgust at what they considered and termed the sameness and monotony of the subject, but all who took a genuine interest in scientific questions sympathized with the zeal and perseverance evinced on the occasion, zeal and perseverance which bade fair to throw some My attention was more particularly called to this subject, by some occurrences which marked the course and termination of three fatal cases of inflammation of the veins after venesection, which I had an opportunity of observing. In one of these, a deposition of pus, without signs of previous inflammation, took place under the skin of the opposite fore-arm ; in another destructive inflammation ot the knee-joint, with a deposition of pus into the cellular substance of the thigh ; and in the third, collections of matter at several points in the substance of the lungs ; while in all three, the inflammation of the vein did not extend to the heart. These circumstances suggested inferences as to the cause and nature of the constitutional affection in cases of Phlebitis, and views with regard to the origin of abscesses in remote situations ai'ising from injuries, which led to an examination of the evidence on both these subjects, to be found in the Writings and observations of others. The results of this investigation I submit to the Society." 2.
Mr. Arnott divides his paper into two parts, the first of which treats of inflammation of the veins, the second of the purulent depositions in the viscera, joints, and cellular texture after injuries, operations, and parturition. An appendix containing a case of phlebitis with a deposition of pus into the substance of the heart, communicated by Mr On the 8th, the respiration was hurried, and the pains very severe in the calves of the legs; on the 9th she was better, but the countenance was more anxious and sallow ; on the 10th the improvement was still more marked; on the 11th the left arm had nearly regained its natural size, but she complained much of the pains in her limbs, and towards evening the respiration grew laborious, the skin cold, the bowels were much purged and the abdomen painful upon pressure. 12th. Face pale and altered, matter has formed under the skin of the light fore-arm without cutaneous redness and five ounces have been evacuated by puncture, the left knee is swollen and painful from effusion into the joint. She now sank rapidly and died early on the morning of the 14th. " The husband chose to be present at the examination after death, to restrict it in point of time and extent : it was therefore hurried and imperfect. The following points were, however, ascertained. Inflammatory condensation of the cellular tissue of the fore-arm, and arm in the inflamed part. A chain of small suppurations in the course of the blood-vessels, with white healthy pus from the elbow to the axilla. The axillary and subclavian veins, the superior cava, and the lining of the heart were quite natural. No diseased appearances in the chest; the liver light coloured, and beginning to assume the yellow appearance produced by indulgence in spirits. The other abdominal viscera were sound. " The knee was not allowed to be examined." 13. Two inches above the bend of the arm, the cephalick and basilick veins were filled with pus, and their coats were uncommonly thin, and easiiy ruptured.
This appearance extended to the axillary vein, and terminated abruptly before the vein crossed the first rib.
The vein remained quite pervious, though its cavity was much diminished ; neither did it contain a particle of blood, nor could its valves be observed.
" Between the first and second ribs, near to their sternal extremities., an opening was discovered leading to a sack, formed by an adventitious membrane of coagulable lymph, filled with purulent matter, and pushing towards the pleura costalis. The sack contained four or five ounces of pure pus. At the left wrist there was a similar collection of matter, containing about six ounces of pus. The lungs were perfectly healthy in their structure, but sevei'al old adhesions existed between the pleuras in both sides. The heart was natural and healthy, but on the left side there was a deposition of coagulable lymph on its external surface, and the inner coat of the aorta to its arch had a deep red appearance. The other cavities were examined, but nothing of any importance was found." 26. by those changes in the texture of the parts, which usually precede the production of these fluids. I think it right, however, to state, that I must not be considered as regarding the matter so deposited to be actually that which has been brought into the circulation from the inflamed vein or veins. The disease of the eye, in which pus is not deposited, and the affection of the joints, exclusive of other considerations, clearly prove that the question is no longer one of a translation of matter merely, but one which involves the very difficult subject of the pathology of the blood, especially the share which diseased changes in this fluid have in the production of those phenomena which we are in the habit of comprehending under the term of inflammation." 123.
This concludes the memoir, a remarkable and talented one in many respects, and it now only remains to add a few words before parting with the author.
It must have been seen already from the tenour of our remarks that we differ from him widely in several points, and think he has exceeded the strict and proper bounds of deduction in others. The paper may be divided into two parts, one embracing facts, the other theories, but both so intermingled, here merely dove-tailed and there amalgamated, that it is difficult to determine precisely the limits of each. We must say, however, that the facts collected by Mr 
